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I am living

Niaya Ann
White:
A fighter
from birth

Tykia McCree
L-R, Betty Reed, Rep. Darryl Rouson and Rep. Ed Narain battled each other in
the Before the Ballot Candidate Forum Sat., June 4.

BY TYKIA MCCREE
Contributor

PLANTATION, Fla. —
Born in the Sunshine City at
Bayfront Hospital, there was
a baby girl named Tykia McCree that would encounter
life’s experiences while striving to find her true self.
From elementary school,
I’ve always been very enterprising, demonstrating this
attribute to my peers, family
and teachers. I was known
as the “exceptional” child. I
was the one that constantly
received honor roll, line
leader at lunch because of
my good behavior and the
one in my family to become
a pertinent person in this
world.
I felt like my relatives always put me on some
pedestal of being the perfect
child. I was accountable for
bringing my family to a better living. With that amount
of pressure as a child, I made
it my commission to not only
fulfill my self-expectations,
but also my family’s anticipations.
The mindset that I believed would remain forever
suddenly altered after my father relocated our family to
the metropolitan area of
sunny South Florida. My
mentality of being a tedious
worker became the least of
my problems. I was more fixated on seeking friends and
having my life back to normal.
Without a choice, I had
See GRADUATE, page 3

Niaya Ann White




BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The state Senate District
19 seat is up for grabs
this November, and
three candidates vying
for Arthenia Joyner’s
seat duked it out Saturday, June 4 at Childs
Park Recreation Center.
Organized by the
Childs Park Neighborhood Association and
Fight for $15, the local

branch of an international movement fighting
for
underpaid
workers, the forum gave
the candidates a chance
to set the record straight
on issues plaguing the
community.
Rep. Darryl Rouson,
who has reached his
term limit in the House,
first-term House Rep. Ed
Narain from Tampa and
former Rep. Betty Reed,
also from Tampa, were
all ready to prove their
knowledge on the is-

sues.
Gayle Rogers, who
works at McDonald’s in
Ybor City, wanted to
know how the candidates felt about raising
the minimum wage to
$15 an hour across the
board. She expressed
that she doesn’t make
enough money to buy a
car or afford car insurance.
Narain said he supports raising childcare
workers and those working with the elderly to

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

$15, but to only $12 an
hour for others, especially when it comes to
fast food workers.
“We have to be careful how we move that
up,” he said, reasoning
that if a high schooler
made $15 and hour, they
might not see the need
to attend college. He
supports incremental increases to get fast food
workers up to $15 over
the next four years.
See FORUM, pages 10

Uniquely Original Art celebrates grand opening
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

ST. PETERSBURG –
Uniquely Original Art
Studio is celebrating
their second anniversary this Saturday, June
11. The celebration is
the official grand opening, but more importantly it is an ancestral
homecoming for the
ar tist/proprietor
Catherine Weaver.
She has re-established her latest artist
enclave in a home, 915

24th St. S, a home that
has been in her family
since 1947 when her
grandfather, Harrison
Tunsil, opened up a
grocer y store there.
Years later her uncle
McCortha Tunsil operated a TV repair shop
for 35 years at that location followed by her
brother, Arnold Wilson,
who housed Arnold’s
Air Control there.
The area was previously a bustling black
business district, but
that was halted as the

construction of Interstate
275
snaked
through the neighborhood and businesses
were lost and families
relocated. Still reeling
from that cultural assault, there are now
signs of growth and rebirth, and Uniquely
Original Art Studio is
one of those signs.
The art studio has
been in several locations throughout the
area. From the quaint
town of Gulfport, to the
16th Street Business

Catherine Weaver

ST. PETERSBURG —
Being born at 24 weeks
and surviving was the beginning of Niaya Ann
White’s fighting spirit. As a
result, she lives her life
knowing that it might not
always be easy, but if she
remains a fighter and trust
in God, she will always find
success! It’s her personal
statement that drives her.
“I am so appreciative of
all of the support that I
have received throughout
my life. There have been
so many amazing people
that have touched my life
in some fashion,” said
Niaya.
As a result, she is prepared to take the next
steps in life’s journey. Acknowledging that she
would not be the person
she is today without her
mom and dad, she said
their support, along with
her family and extended
family, has helped shaped
her life.
“As I begin this next
phase, I know God has a
purpose for me!”
Niaya is a 2016 graduate of Calvary Christian
High School where she
wrapped up a stellar high
school basketball career,
surpassing the 1,000-point
total by the fourth game of
her junior year. She was a
four-year varsity starter,
named First Team—Pinellas County Athletic Conference,
First
Team-All
Pinellas County, First
Team-All Suncoast, State of

See ART, page 13

See WHITE, page 7
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Candidate Forum

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord Saints.
I want to invite you out
to our Sunday afternoon
services from 3:00 pm4:30 pm.
Coming Soon!
True Holiness Christian University offering
Bachelor’s, Master’s, and
DD’s in Systematic Theology!
I pray last week was a
growing time for some and
an eye opener for others as
it relates to the fact that
your position in the kingdom, your social or economic status in society,
your community, state, or
country will have any bearing as to how God sees
you.
If what you are doing,
how you are living, what
you are thinking or saying
is directly in contradiction
to God’s Word, you will
have your cake and ice
cream maybe on this side
of the grave but, rest assured, you will give an account for all that you did
when you meet Him,
Jesus, after the trump is
sounded and all both dead
and still alive are called to
meet Him.
It will be just you, Him,
and the Book of Life.
To those that are living
this life however they
want, regardless of what
the Bible says, more
power to you. Nobody, no
preacher, Pastor, Bishop,
Apostle, Pope, nobody can
excuse you just because of
the size of their following.
God took out His chosen
men of God for their disobedience and you had
better believe it will not be
any difference today.
To the subject for this
week.
I have been hearing
folks, clergy, quote this
passage of scripture as
though this passage is giving a pass to those living a
life outside the Will of God
and God has lead me to address it.
2 Chronicles 7
First of all, we have to
establish the foundation
and I won’t get all that
deep because it doesn’t
merit having to.
Starting at the beginning of Chapter 3 you see
that Solomon begins the
construction of the Temple
of the Lord and it speaks
on the dimensions and all
the materials that would
go into constructing it.
Pay particular attention
to v.5 KJV says the greater
house, AMP calls it the
Holy Place. This room
contained the Holy of
Holies, the room where
God dwelt and was only to
be entered by the High
Priest on Yom Kippur, the
Day of Atonement, only
after he was sanctified and
cleared by God to do so.
The High Priest would
enter to atone the sins of
the world for the people
once a year. The Ark of

the Covenant is also contained here which is said
to contain the original Ten
Commandments given to
Moses by God and the
Rod of Aaron.
Chapter 5 speaks
about Solomon calling on
all the clergy leaders to the
Temple of God after completing it and bringing in
the Ark of the Covenant.
Let’s just get to it.
Chapter 7 v.11 says that
Solomon had completed
everything he set out to do
in completing God’s Temple and placing everything
in it.
Then in v.12 God appears to Solomon by night
and begins the discord of
how He felt about everything that took place all
through Chapter 6 leading
u to Solomon’s completion
of His Temple.
Acknowledging that
He had heard Solomon’s
prayers regarding shutting
up heaven and commanding locusts to devour the
land or sending sickness
and disease over the land
to His people, God makes
the profound statement of
scripture that seems to
bring so many people, especially Pastors, so much
comfort in declaring to all
under the sound of their
voice as those it pertain to
them all.
But, the very beginning qualifies who God is
talking to, He says “My
People who are called by
His name”. How in the
world can sinners and
saints alike feel as though
they are God’s people?
Being born doesn’t automatically make you one
of God’s people and I’m
trying my very best to find
out how this falsehood
ever got started and placed
in the minds of those living
for the devil.
It’s not time to sugar
coat or water down scripture because when you do,
you lead people down the
path that is broad that
leads to eternal damnation.
How can a sinner think
in their minds that they are
entitled to the same blessings of God as those that
are saints that are living a
spiritually led godly
lifestyle?
What is the purpose of
living that lifestyle if everyone is gonna get in and receive the very same
blessings?
Just from a natural logical standpoint you know
that makes no sense and
that’s not fair and just.
We teach that the 3
step test to salvation is
found in,
Luke 9:23-27 (AMP)
23 And He was saying
to them all, “If anyone
wishes to follow Me [as
My disciple], he must
deny himself [set aside
selfish interests], and take
up his cross daily [expressing a willingness to endure

whatever may come] and
follow Me [believing in
Me, conforming to My example in living and, if need
be, suffering or perhaps
dying because of faith in
Me]. 24 For whoever
wishes to save his life [in
this world] will [eventually] lose it [through
death], but whoever loses
his life [in this world] for
My sake, he is the one
who will save it [from the
consequences of sin and
separation from God]. 25
For what does it profit a
man if he gains the whole
world [wealth, fame, success], and loses or forfeits
himself?
Just this passage alone
tells you that there is no
way this is possible.
Also look at how God
qualifies who His people
are even further, His people must first humble
themselves, pray, seek His
face, then turn from their
wicked, evil, ungodly
ways.
Tell me what sinner,
unsaved, unchurched, or
ungodly person even
knows what any of this
means. There are some
part time Christians who
know just enough of the
Bible to be dangerous to
them and will cause more
harm than good. They are
not saints because they
have no clue that there is a
difference between a
Christian, a child of God,
or a saint of God. I will
have to discuss this at a
later time. Just know this,
if you gotta ask, you ain’t.
Pastors have got to
stop misleading folks and
just make it plain so that
those under the sound of
HIS voice will know that
there are some things you
must do in order to ensure
you are covered in the
blood.
Eternity is too long to
be wrong. You will not be
able to get it right on the
other side of the grave.
Read Luke 16: 19-31.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD – pastorrobharrison@gmail.com,
@drrobharrison (Twitter),
Robert Bob Harrison
(Facebook)
Pastor - The Apostolic
Open Door Church of God
& True Holiness - 2800
41st Ave. N, St. Pete www.weareholiness.org |
Church of God and True
Holiness, Intl. www.trueholinesschurches.org
First Vice President NAACP St. Petersburg
Branch
Chaplain - Southern
Christian Leadership Conference of Pinellas
Parent Support for Education Board | Chaplain Dept. Juvenile Justice for
Circuit 6
Democratic Black Caucus Member

WHO:
Wengay “Newt” Newton, CJ Czaia & Dan Fiorini,
all running for Florida House District 70
WHEN:
Saturday, June 11 at Noon
WHERE:
James B. Sanderlin Center,
2335 22nd. Ave. S, St. Petersburg
The South St. Petersburg Democratic Club in conjunction
with the St. Petersburg Democratic Club and the Gulfport
Democratic Club will question the candidates from written
submissions by the audience.
Dr. Linda Lucas, president of the South St. Petersburg
Democratic Club, will serve as moderator.
This event is free and open to the public.
Voter registration and voter address updates
will also be conducted.
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Overcoming unfavorable aspects of high school
From GRADUATE, page 1

to adjust to a new environment. Approaching high
school, my mother put me
into the International Baccalaureate program. She
was positive that I could
succeed in the rigorous
program because I had always excelled in everything involving school.
Unfortunately,
my
mother and I were not on
the same page at the time.
Through my freshman
year, I was exposed to a totally different environment
than what I was accustomed too. The diversity at
my new high school, Plantation High, was not only a
blessing, but also a curse
because of the different
personalities and identities
dispersed throughout the
school.
Regrettably, I experienced the unfavorable aspects of high school. I fell
into peer pressure and
began using drugs and alcohol. I began to crave that
barbaric lifestyle. I no
longer had the ambition to
succeed, and my life
seemed to have no meaning whatsoever. I began

running on the lands of destruction until I met an individual that seemed to know
more about me than myself. That individual was
Christ.
He changed my atmosphere, my way of thinking
and my perspective on life
in general. I’ve become
more self-aware since then.
Although I’ve made mistakes previously, I’ve retained an understanding of
making them, fixing them if
possible and moving forward.
I now realize that doing
the bare minimum will not
help me achieve my maximum goals. I have gone beyond what I believed was
possible for me. I began
taking leadership positions
in multiple clubs, such as
Key Club International and
College Summit Peer Leaders. I also developed an Entrepreneurship Club that
essentially builds skill-sets
for students towards their
future careers in the business industry.
While viewing the success of that club, I realized
that I had a love for commu-

nity service. With that, I established One Mission
Club, which gave students
a way to meet and connect
with individuals less fortunate than they are through
community projects. I have
also had the privilege to
partake in Junior Achievement Entrepreneurship.
Taking on these responsibilities beginning with my
junior year of high school
helped to develop leadership skills. I have obtained
lessons from the experiences, passed them on to
others that are fixed on the
perception of failure and
created pathways for them
to achieve.
My ultimate goal in life
is not only to get a great education and land an exceptional job, but to disperse
exactly what I’ve been
given at this age. I’ve been
given love, encouragement
and drive.
Regardless of where my
life takes me, I will no
longer accept failure or the
bare minimum, but instead
strive for the absolute best.
I am no longer suffering,
but instead I am living.
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Get fit in our zones—for free!

Where there is hope and help,
there must also be healing

BY MEGAN
CARMICHAEL
Community Partnerships
Coordinator
Partnerships to Improve
Community Health (PICH)

ST. PETERSBURG —
Getting fit does more
than improve your physical health: It can also reduce
your
stress.
Chronic conditions such
as high-blood pressure
and diabetes become
more manageable with
diet and exercise, but
there are also great gains
to be made in one’s mood
and attitude when fitness
is part of your day.
According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC),
one in five American
adults get enough exercise. About two-and-a-half
hours of brisk walking
spread out over a week,
mixed with muscle-building exercise on two of
those seven days, are the
recommendations
for
most adults. Among
African Americans, the
rate of adults who meet
the CDC’s guidelines for
exercise drops to about
18 percent.
Why is it so important
to get fit? Adults who are
inactive have a higher
risk for early death, heart
disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, depression and
some cancers, all of
which contribute to a low
quality of life.
Many adults may
want to exercise, but find
it difficult to get a good
workout because they
can’t afford to join a gym
or buy home equipment.
That’s why the Florida







Department of Health in
Pinellas County (DOHPinellas)—through its
federally funded Partnerships to Improve Community Health (PICH)
grant—is making it easier for anyone to get fit in
one of several Fitness
Zones located from Tarpon Springs to St. Petersburg. (PICH is funded by
the CDC to improve access to healthy foods and
physical fitness.)
What is a Fitness
Zone? Think of them as
sort of “gym playgrounds” for teens and
adults. They’re located in
parks throughout the
county and are open during park hours. The
equipment varies at each
location, but all have
workout stations that are
people-powered. Instead
of stacking weights, Fitness Zone stations use
your body weight as resistance or use your motion to move your
muscles
to
greater
strength. Some equipment is accessible to people in wheelchairs, too.
Stations to work out
the lower and upper body
are in 15 park locations.
(For a complete list, go to









www.PinellasHealth.com
and look for the “Programs and Services” tab.
Under “Wellness,” you’ll
find brochures listing Fitness Zones, recreation
centers, farmers markets
and produce stands.) All
Fitness Zones are located
outdoors, but some are
equipped with covers.
St. Petersburg has
five Fitness Zone locations. They’re at Azalea
Park, Riviera Bay Park
and at these recreation
centers: Campbell Park,
Gladden Park and Lake
Vista. From elliptical
workouts that pump the
heart to leg-press machines that strengthen
large muscles, go no further than to a Fitness
Zone to find equipment
anyone can use to get
healthier at no cost.
Still looking for more
ideas on active fun and
healthy living? Find more
locations at www.FindtheFunNow.com, PICH’s
website of searchable,
fun things to do and
places to go anywhere in
Pinellas.
For information about
DOH-Pinellas, go to
www.PinellasHealth.com
or call (727) 824-6900.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Each year, nearly 130,000
Americans die from
stroke. It is the third leading cause of death for
women and the fifth leading cause for men. According to the American
Heart Association (AHA),
African Americans are
more impacted by stroke
than any other racial
group within the American population.
In June of last year at
the age of 43, Karla Wilson suffered a stroke.
Once she arrived to the
emergency room tests revealed an occlusion of the
left carotid artery. She
ended up in the intensive
care unit, which led to a
28-day hospitalization stay
at a rehabilitation unit.
During her time in the
hospital, she had the opportunity to meet and see
other stroke victims like
herself. She provided
them with encouragement
knowing that she was
blessed when she met
some less fortunate than
herself in similar situations.
It has been noted that
the majority of women
who have a stroke will
most likely live in a longterm healthcare facility
and will usually have the
worst recovery. Wilson’s
return to home was very
different than the way she
had left. She was in a
wheelchair and had paralysis on her right side.
“I paid attention to
everything they did to and
for me while I was hospi-

talized so when I went
home I could care for myself,” said. Wilson.
She was determined to
regain her strength and
return to her optimal level
of functioning. In April of
this year, Wilson’s mother
put together a stroke
awareness event at her
church, and her aunt, a retired registered nurse and
also a stroke survivor, did



















Karla Wilson, left, and Leila Wilson







a presentation on stroke
signs and symptoms, risk
factors and prevention.
One year later, Wilson
walks without any assistive devices and continues
to have some paralysis in
her right arm and fingers.
Wilson believes because there was hope and
help, there had to have
been healing.
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Milan Patrick: Film producer/
director in the making
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — In
10 years, Milan Patrick can
see herself making films and
winning big named awards.
She credits her parents,
John and Sabrina Patrick,
for teaching her that it’s better to aim high and miss
than to aim low and hit. She
will accept nothing short of
greatness.
“We believe that God
gave Milan the gift of creativity and she must keep
him first,” said her mother.
“It guarantees that she will
be successful.”
Milan envisions walking
the red carpet of the Oscars
knowing that with God, her
family and loved ones, she
has every right to walk on
that stage and accept an
award.
She practiced her Academy Awards walk when she
took center stage in receiving her high school diploma
as a 2016 graduate of Dixie
Hollins High School at Tropicana Field.
“Graduation is definitely
a memory that everyone
carries with them. Sitting
down inside Tropicana Field
and waiting, very impatiently and nervously, for my
name to be called is an unexplainable experience,”
said Milan. “However, I
know that graduating high
school and getting my
diploma, although it was a
long road, was just the first
step to a difficult and yet exciting journey.”
At Dixie Hollins, Milan
was enrolled in the Academy of Entertainment Arts,
which led her to the college
and career path that she has
chosen. The academy enforced her love for film, di-

recting and editing. In film,
she won the Gold Key Regional Scholastics award,
the Silver Key National
Scholastics award and
placed third place in the
West Palm Beach Student
Film Festival with over
10,000 other film contestants.
“High school definitely
presents a lot challenges,
but one of the biggest challenges I faced was comparing myself to other
students,” said Milan.
As an artist she learned
that her creative vision was
different than others and
that every person has their
own style. That doesn’t necessarily make one person’s
piece of work better than
hers, which was a concept
she struggled with in the
academy.
“My family naturally
played a large part in my
success in school, academically and artistically. They
never doubted my ability in
anything and constantly
stood by my side,” she said.
Another set of people
that played a large part in
her life during high school
was her photography
teacher, Kristen Pineda, and
her film teacher Michael
Pineda. In her they saw the

talent and challenged her to
be creative.
Milan said they acknowledged her strengths
and helped to work through
the weaknesses. It was their
teaching methods and
charisma that helped gave
her the confidence in her
abilities as an artist.
Now with family support, confidence in store and
a gift in her hand, Milan has
plans to attend Savannah
College of Art Design
(SCAD) in Savannah, Ga.,
where she received a scholarship. The school is recognized as one of the best art
schools in the country.
“They have amazing
programs and great facilities, faculty and equipment,”
said Milan with excitement.
She plans on majoring in
film and television with a
minor in photography while
gaining as much real world
experience as she possibly
can.
“SCAD makes sure that
students get as many opportunities as they can in their
field, and have a lot of awardwinning professionals come
in to help. SCAD has their
annual Film Festival and
TVFest, which goes from
“The Walking Dead” and
“How To Get Away With
Murder” to talking about
acting and behind the
scenes. I’m going to love it!”
In 10 years, look for another film producer from St.
Petersburg making films,
winning big name awards
and walking the red carpet
at the Oscars. The first
credit goes to her parents
for teaching her to aim high
and accept nothing short of
greatness. The next credits
all belong to Milan…look at
the bottom of the movie
screen.

In the spotlight are children available
for adoption into your family
Photo credit: Children’s Board Heart Gallery Tampa Bay. Photo by Angel Gray.

One Church One Child
of Florida is a faith-based,
501(c) 3 organization, operating statewide in partnership with the Department
of Children and Families
and Local Community
Based Lead Agencies and
their providers to help raise
awareness and recruit
adoptive and foster families
for children in local communities and churches to
partner in supporting local
children in foster care
through Church WatchCare Ministries.
Over 50 percent of the
children who need a permanent family are minorities. The series continues
featuring children all over
Florida who are waiting in
foster care for a forever loving family to call their own.
June’s children are highlighted in this article. Continue to pray for them and
consider making them a
part of your family through
adoption or a part of your
church through Project
Watch-Care, for support
and mentoring.
Kayla
Kayla may be a little shy
at first, but once you make
a connection with her
you’ve got yourself a friend
for life. One of Kayla’s defining characteristics is her
kind heart, and how she
deeply cares for others. She
has a fierce loyalty towards
her sisters and her friends,
and she always tries her
best to help them in any
way she can.
Kayla is also quite the
artist, as well as a fashionista, and when these two
strengths are combined,
watch out! She has a talent
for cosmetics and for creat-

Kayla, left, and Quarnesha.
We are creative!
ing the perfect outfit, and
likes to give advice to anyone who will listen. Kayla
looks forward to being in
an active and loving home
with her big sister.
Quarnesha
With her beautiful smile
and great sense of humor,
Quarnesha lights up a room
and attracts friends easily.
She takes care to listen to
others and makes the people around her feel valued.
Quarnesha enjoys writing and drawing, and like
her younger sister she also
has a lot of creativity in the
style world. In fact, she’s
gotten very good at doing
other people’s hair. She
loves it so much that she
thinks that when she grows
up she’d like to become a
hairdresser—possibly even
a famous hairdresser in
Paris!
Quarnesha envisions

herself in a loving home
with her sister, and she
thinks it would be fun to
have other adoptive siblings as well.
These beautiful, talented girls will thrive in a
nurturing, patient home
with parents who are engaged in and encouraging
of their interests and abilities.
If you are interested in
knowing more about Kayla
and Quarnesha and other
children in foster care available for adoption, or if you
would like to become a foster parent, mentor, partner
or volunteer, please contact
LaKay Fayson, Recruitment Coordinator for One
Church One Child of
Florida, at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
The website for One
Church One Child of
Florida is www.ococfl.org.
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Annual Talent Hunt
program
BY GIL E. WILLIAMS
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Eta Rho Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity held their annual
Talent Hunt program at
the Gibbs High School
Monday, May 23. The
purpose of the program
is to provide exposure,
encouragement and financial assistance to talented young people
participating in the performing arts.
The evening was
filled with eloquence
and anticipation as the
students prepared for
their formal presentations. This very special
event is part of a national mandated program held throughout
the nation by each chapter within the fraternity.
After judging six performances in the competition, Gibbs High
School preforming arts
student Diamond Hyatt
was announced and congratulated as the winner
for her classical vocal
solo rendition of Les
trois Prieres (The three
Players) by E. Paladilhe.
Diamond will represent
Eta
Rho
Chapter
September
30 at the fraternity’s annual State of Florida Organization
Meeting.
This meeting will be
held in Orlando where
she will get a chance to
demonstrate her talent
against other young people throughout the state
of Florida.
The process of successfully competing at
the state and district lev-

els will allow them to
qualify for a full college
scholarship consideration. Diamond plans of
attend St. Petersburg
College and though she
has not declared a
major, music will definitely be a major part of
her future.
“Our
contestants
from Pinellas County,
Eta Rho Chapter have
performed exceptionally
well in the past and we
have no reason to believe Miss Diamond
Hyatt will not continue
this
legacy,”
said
Brother Tom Packer, talent hunt chairman. “I’m
sure she will represent
us and our community
very well.”
Packer thanked the
chapter Basileus, Ivan
Tucker, the Talent Hunt
Committee, all participates from the Pinellas
County Center of the
Arts and a special
thanks to Dr. Cody
Clark for his enduring
support of this event.

Family town hall forum shines through the
cloud of inadequate services
CLEARWATER – People from
across the area came to the Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Neighborhood Family
Center in North Greenwood May 31
to share their knowledge and experiences about what happens when the
services people are entitled to fall
short. For The Family, Inc. sponsored
the Forum, which was moderated by
agency Administrator W. Ward Cox.
Pastor James Williams of Mt. Olive
AME Church offered the opening
prayer.
About 45 percent of those attending either receive food stamps or
knows of someone who does. About
58 percent either receive Social Security or knows of someone who does.
The corresponding figure for
Medicare is 55 percent, 45 percent for
Disability benefits, 18 percent for subsidized housing and 9 percent for enrollees in PACE-Suncoast health care
services for the elderly.
When Toyia Mays of Clearwater
started receiving about $250 per
month in financial aid for attending college in 2014, her Food Stamps were reduced by $170/month.
Despite
working as a childcare aide at a local
elementary school, this made her unable to make ends meet even after taking on an additional job as a babysitter.
Mays also faced medical bills for
her sick infant and spent an additional
$70/month on special formula that
was required as a result of the illness.
“I tried to keep going by any means
necessary,” she said, but had to drop
out of school. What’s worse, she and
her child became homeless.
Fortunately, they have a home now
that Mays found a full-time job in
healthcare. She can no longer afford
to seek a higher education but added:
“I’m at least somewhat making ends
meet.” However, the raises she
earned from excelling at her job were
largely cancelled out by Food Stamp
cuts that lowered last September’s
monthly allotment of $121 to zero as of
this March.
This coincides with an $8.7 billion
cut in the overall Food Stamp program
over a 10 year period that began in

2014. The U.S. Agriculture Department reports that one in every six
Americans does not currently have
enough to eat.
Largo resident Annette Douglas
described how her daughter found it
was so difficult to complete the paperwork needed to obtain Food Stamps
that she no longer receives them despite being eligible. Of course, this obstacle also keeps many others from the
assistance they need and is a hidden
budget cut.
Her daughter is a single parent
with a full-time job and three children
between 10-17 years old. She also has
custody of a troubled nephew who has
been in and out of foster care, and only
began receiving financial assistance
after he recently turned 18. Douglas
notes that “it’s been a real struggle for
at least the past five or six years.”
Dr. Joseph Smiley is Dean of Social
Sciences at St. Petersburg College. He
explained that far too many students
must rely on financial aid to stay alive
just as Mays did. Unfortunately, he
said that aid is sometimes not enough
for them to avoid being homeless.
“They stay in the library late at
night, but it’s not to study. Every week,
students from each campus ask for
help. I do what I can so that they can
get free books, but they still don’t have
a place to stay. How their needs are
met, I don’t know,” he questioned.
He added that the stories that were
shared at the Forum show how “we
need to do more and avoid walking in
oblivion.” Pastor Williams said that
community churches and other organizations have to get together, but “if
enough don’t step up immediately, we
have to move with or without them.”
With the series set to resume this
fall, Cox promised that For The Family
would do whatever it could to help
make that happen.
Dr. Smiley reiterated that so many
people are affected that “it’s not a matter of you, it’s us.” That statement is
underscored by the release of more
evidence about the increasing vulnerability of the middle class.
For example, the Wall Street Jour-

Pastor James Williams
of Mt. Olive AME Church
believes the time is now
for working together.
nal reports that 80 percent of Americans do not have enough savings to
weather another economic downturn
as seen in 2008. Less than 1/3 of
adults ages 25-34 live in their own
homes.
Meanwhile, the Pew Research
Center found that the number of middle class households has declined in
every part of the country, and that median middle class income dropped by
five percent from 2000-14. Among
other things, that means more people
may have to eventually have to rely on
Food Stamps and other services.
Fortunately, more people and organizations are starting to realize the
urgency involved. As Cox put it, “Our
collective moral strength can move
mountains, and it’s long overdue.”
If your church or community service organization would like to get involved in organizing Family Forums
when the Series resumes in Pinellas
County this fall, the process is already
underway.
For more information, please email forthefamilytampa@gmail.com,
call either (800) 355-6788 or (727) 4432142, or visit www.StrongerCommunity.com.
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Driven to succeed

William Shelburne: The president

From WHITE, page 1

Florida-Final Four appearance and FABC All
State Basketball Team.
Niaya played her first
two years at The Boca
Ciega High School before
transferring to Calvary
Christian, and yet another challenge.
“Making the transition from public school to
private school was a huge
challenge for me,” she
said. “Everything was
changing, I didn’t know
what to expect; the culture was different and I
was already having success.”
She began learning
how to build relationships
with people from varying
backgrounds. The teachers genuinely cared and
had high expectations
that students be successful. She learned to embrace the challenge and
grew to love the school.
“I’m thankful,” Niaya
averred.
Aside from basketball,
this model beauty athlete
received many other special honors, such as being
the MLK Day of Service
Teen Ambassador, Emancipation
Proclamation
Youth Speaker, Alpha
Kappa Alpha Emerging
Young Leaders, the ZUO
Pretty Petals Tea Mistress of Ceremony, was in
the Cashmere and Colors
Modeling Troupe, was
the Frank Pierce Recre-

ation Center Little Miss
Pageant winner, Calvary
Christian Mission Trip
volunteer to Guatemala
and was in the 2015
Essence of Ebony Pearls
Debutante
Cotillion
court.
She was also a Suncoast Hospice Teen Volunteer,
a
CCHS
Basketball Teen Volunteer, an African American
Health Forum Volunteer,
a St. Petersburg Chapter
of The Links Incorporated Heir-O-Link and volunteer, the sophomore
class vice president, the
Tampa Thunder AAU
basketball organization
player and volunteer
coach, an Essence AAU
Basketball organizationplayer and the Florida
Suns AAU Basketball organization-player.
You thought the list
was complete? I don’t
think so. She won the
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter Merit
Scholarship, the Eta Rho
Chapter Omega Psi Phi
Scholarship, the National
Council
of
Negro
Women/Brittany Gordon
Scholarship and the
Gibbs High School Class
of 68’ Scholarship.
Niaya’s next phase in
life will see the aspiring
ESPN sports analyst attending Hampton University on a scholarship

where she will join the
Lady Pirates Basketball
team. She will major in
communications with a
minor in sports management. The Hampton Lady
Pirates is a premier basketball program in the
country and regularly
make it to the NCAA
tournament.
“I can’t begin to name
all of the people that have
helped to shape who I am
as a person, athlete, student or emerging community leader,” she said.
Niaya said that she
was blessed to have a
“real village” supporting
her, and thanks God for
her parents, David and
Ann Sherman-White.
“One of my biggest
highlights, aside from
being a four-year starter
on my school varsity basketball team, was having
the opportunity to play in
Lakeland in pursuit of a
state title in basketball.
But, the greatest feeling
is having people around
me that I know love and
care about me,” she said.
Surviving a premature
birth brought out the
fight and competitive
spirit in Niaya. Her knowing that life might not always be easy keeps the
fight in her and her trust
in God strong. She expects to find success! It’s
her personal statement
that drives her.

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
For William Shelburne,
the dream was simple. He
wanted to find success.
As he walked into high
school for the first time,
there was an experience
that stuck with him over
the years. Overcoming
his fear of failure paved
the road ahead of him that
made for a clearer path to
success as he embarked
on the journey of high
school.
“About five years ago,
I moved from Nashville,
Tenn., to St. Pete,” said
William, the 2016 senior
class president of St. Petersburg High School.
“Everything
changed
when I moved here. I
started high school and
didn’t know what to expect. I was lost as a freshman. I didn’t know my
way around school, nor
did I know many of the
people.”
Things began to blossom for William during
his sophomore year.
While listening to the current class president’s
speech during an assembly, he envisioned being
on that stage speaking the
next year.
“Everything
starts
with a dream, but dreams
are only dreams until you
make them a reality,” said
William. “I ended up winning the election and was
given the position of the
junior class president.
This was the first event
that marked a major turning point during my high
school career because it
was the first time I decided to become a leader
rather than staying as a
follower.”
With the selection as
junior class president and
a new responsibility of
leading fellow classmates,
William’s junior year was
busy. He was expected to

be involved in planning
the school’s prom, attend
extracurricular activities
and maintaining the best
academic record than he
had ever done in spite of
knowing only a few people. This was indeed a pivotal year of his high
school journey.
“Many
people
changed that year, including many of my former
friends. This was the year
where people became
their own superhero or
villain in their life because
their actions turned into
habits and their habits became a part of their
lifestyle,” he said.
Fortunately, he had a
strong group of friends
who made smart choices.
By the end of the year,
William had obtained a
3.9 GPA, became the first
male to attain a spot on
the Devilettes Dance
team and got elected as
president of the entire student body.

“Senior year felt like a
race. I was down to the
last lap and I could almost
see the finish line. To sum
it up, senior year was by
far the most stressful yet,”
said William. “From sleepless nights, endless hours
of filling out college applications and studying for
tests to this point in time,
it is needless to say that
hard work truly pays off.”
Thanks to strong support from family, friends
and teachers who seemed
to do everything in their
power to help the president reach his full potential, he finally reached a
point where he wasn’t
afraid to fail.
The result of this
epiphany was he often experienced success in various areas. For William,
the fear of failure paralyzed him for a long period of time. His dreams
of finding success took
him on the path of being
the president.


 
Niaya receiving the National Council of Negro Women/Brittany Gordon
Scholarship from retired Police Chief Cedric Gordon this past January.
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Fibromyalgia: Stop suffering in silence
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The sixth annual Keep
Hope Alive Fibromyalgia
Awareness Day event got
underway last month at
Pinecrest Park Church of
Christ. Although the numbers were few, those in attendance got an education
in awareness.
Valerie Dorn, president
and founder of the Keep
Hope Alive Fibromyalgia
Support Group, has suffered with the disease for
more than 20 years. After
years of being misdiagnosed, she was finally told
she had fibromyalgia.
“I don’t want anyone to
go through what I’ve gone
through, so this is my reason and purpose—to get
the word out that fibromyalgia is a condition
that can be sometimes over
looked,” said Dorn.
A disorder marked by
widespread musculoskeletal pain accompanied by fatigue, sleep, memory and
mood issues. Researchers
believe that fibromyalgia
amplifies painful sensations
by affecting the way the
brain processes pain signals.
Symptoms sometimes
begin
after
physical
trauma, surgery, infection
or significant psychological
stress. In other cases,
symptoms gradually accumulate over time with no

single triggering event.
“Some days I have pain
all over my body. There
was a time I did not know
what was going on,” said
Dorn.
Instead of sending her
to a specialist, her doctor
tried to treat her for three
years. Dorn encourages
anyone with fibromyalgia
symptoms to get a second
opinion if their doctor is not
willing to refer them to a
specialist.
“Please go to a rheumatologist. Don’t stop at a family doctor because you’ll
end up like me. If it’s
caught early it is more
manageable, it’s more
bearable,” she said.
Fibromyalgia came into
the forefront of American
culture in 2008 when the
Food and Drug Association
approved Lyrica, a drug
usually given to diabetics
for pain management, to
treat chronic pain associated with the disease.
Some doctors are still
skeptical of branding fibromyalgia a disease and
with no test to prove it exists, some doctors have
been reluctant over the
years to diagnose patients.
According to the National Fibromyalgia and
Chronic Pain Association,
it’s estimated that it has
taken an average of five
years for a person with fibromyalgia to receive an
accurate diagnosis. Many
fibromyalgia symptoms

overlap other conditions
such rheumatoid arthritis
or lupus, and leads to extensive investigative costs
and frustration for both the
doctor and the patient.
Drugs are now approved to help sufferers
deal with some of the
symptoms of the disease,
but Dorn warns that taking
them could lead to more
problems as most of the
medications have rather severe side effects. She instead has changed her diet,
started an exercise regiment, acupuncture, meditation and prayer.
The medication she
was on caused her to gain
60 pounds, gave her severe
stomach pains and drained
her energy so much she
would stay in bed all day.
“I deal with the pain
through my faith. Anything
positive, anything good, my
faith is first and foremost,”
she revealed.
With eight members in
her support group, Keep
Hope Alive is now a
501(c)(3) and will start
fundraising efforts to bring
awareness to fibromyalgia
and help group members
cope with the life-altering
disease.
Secretary Valerie Mells
was diagnosed five years
ago with the fibromyalgia
but thinks she’s had the
disease for at least 20 years.
Dorn encouraged her to
find a doctor that would listen and work with her.

L-R, Elizabeth Newson, Victor Lambert, Valerie Mells, Valerie Dorn,
Laquanda Brown and Nakia Frazier.
“The pain is a pain you
can’t describe,” said Mells,
who was first diagnosed
with rheumatoid arthritis.
Another symptom of
the disease is having problems with cognition. Both
Dorn and Mells said they
experience “fibro fog,”
which is impaired memory
and concentration.
“It can be right on the
tip of your tongue and you
can’t say it,” said Mells.
Nakia Frazier was diagnosed with the disease
after suffering for many
years. And advisor to the
support group, she describes the pain as “radiating.”
“Bending down, laying
a certain way, water to

hot… it hurts. You have to
pace yourself and keep
praying that God will pull
you through,” said Frazier.
She continually told her
doctor of her symptoms, but
to avail. One day a nurse
suggested to the doctor that
Frazier could be suffering
from fibromyalgia. Her doctor studied the disease and
sent her to a rheumatologist.
Deciding to stop taking
prescribed medication, she
handles the pain naturally.
With a daily dose of her
homemade detoxification
water, a diet full of greens,
salads and no beef, she has
not only been able to manage the pain, but she’s also
lost 32 pounds.
Dorn feels that informa-






tion is power and continues
to study and research the
disease so she can pass
along information to those
suffering. She’s asking people to stop suffering in silence and join her support
group.
“We do meditation, and
we try to strengthen the
mind,” said Dorn. “We pray
for each other, encourage
one another and do exercises together. We’re not
miracle workers, but we
strengthen people as a
group to keep going and
not to give up.”
For more information
about the support group,
you can email Dorn at
valdecor1@aol.com.
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Sigmas inaugural community breakfast brings out the village
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The men of the Delta Omicron Sigma Chapter of Phi
Beta
Sigma
Fraternity, Inc. fed close to
300 hungry community
members last Saturday,
June 4 at the Enoch Davis
Center.
The doors to the main
auditorium opened to the
public at 9 a.m., and a
stream of adults as well as
children of all ages and
from all walks of life
packed in to partake in the
community breakfast feast
prepared fresh on the
premises.
Antwann
Jackson,
president of the Delta
Omicron Sigma Chapter
of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, exemplifies the
essence of a revitalized
youth-driven organization
with new ideas and creative managerial savvy.

Partnering
with
Heavy’s Food Truck to
pull off the breakfast, hundreds of people feasted on
grits with cheese, fried
fish, sausage, bacon, eggs
and biscuits.
The men in blue and
white upheld the highest
decree of their brotherhood motto: “Culture for
Service and Service for
humanity” by catering to
their community.
“What we’re doing is a
free breakfast to support
the community and support locally owned black
businesses,” said Jackson.
Organizer of this
year’s Juneteenth festivities Paulette Jones, chapter Secretary Corey
Givens, Jr. and Jackson
teamed up to raise the
Juneteenth flag.
Members of the Junior
League joined in on the
fun after holding a meeting to discuss this year’s
Care Fair/Backpack Give-

away. At the end of each
summer just before school
starts, these volunteers
work hand-and-hand with
multiple service organizations and the Enoch Davis
Recreation Center to pull
off the largest backpack
giveaway in St. Pete.
During this event,
adults can bring their
school aged children out
to participate in health
screenings, immunization,
vaccinations and eye and
ear exams. In addition, the
youngsters are provided
with free backpacks, notebooks and writing supplies.
Although the raising of
the Juneteenth flag and
the Care Fair may not
seem connected to the
Sigma Community Breakfast, the threaded theme
that weaves through each
of these events is the manifestation of “Culture for
Service and Service for
Humanity.”
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State senate seat up for grabs
From FORUM, page 1

Rouson, however, emphatically supports a wage
increase for all workers to
$15 an hour and “will continue to push for that every
step along the way.”
Reed summed up her
answer in three words,
“Yes, yes, yes!”
Recording artist Candy
Man wanted to know how
would each candidate
make sure that money
from new economic boosts
spill over to the black community, and how would
they combat gentrification.
Rouson said Mayor
Rick Kriseman has reported that $500 million
dollars’ worth of construction will be completed in
St. Pete by the year 2018.
He said he will make sure
the black community gets
its share of the pie.
He also told the crowd
that if Tropicana Field is
torn down, he will fight for
affordable housing and retail space to be erected in
its place, remembering
when construction of the
ballpark dislocated 65 percent of black-owned businesses and a housing
project.
Reed said she would
fight for affordable housing as a means to combat
gentrification, and Narain
said he would stand up to

gentrification by educating
homeowners on the value
of what their property is
worth. He warned against
selling a property without
knowing its market value.
When asked how they
would challenge the status
quo of Florida’s current education system, Narain
said the “excessive testing
has to stop.” He advocates
for a beginning of the year
test and an end of the year
test. He feels that progression should not depend on
an exam.
Rouson said early
learning and the public
school need to be overhauled. “I’m not afraid to
challenge the school
board,” said Rouson, who
feels they are disconnected
to what is going on in the
black community.
Reed went back to the
Fight for $15 movement
saying that there is a link
to parents working long
hours on low-income jobs
and failing schools. She
feels if wages were higher,
parents could spend more
time parenting their children.
Corey Givens, Jr. president of Pinellas County
Democratic Black Caucus,
wanted to know how the
candidates would support
the learning needs of chil-

CONNECT WITH US!

dren ages zero to four.
“I’m not telling you
what I’m going to do when
elected, I’m telling you that
I’m building on what I’ve
already done,” said Rouson.
He sites that he
brought back $400,000
from Tallahassee to the
five failing schools, and
was able to secure
$250,000 to the Figuring It
Out For the Child program
at the University of South
Florida, which works with
the parents of children
from zero to three to ensure that the father stays in
the child’s life.
Narain attacked the
voucher program that has
“drained monies away
from public schools.”
“Those five failing schools
of Pinellas are a direct result of a number of votes
that have been taken over
the years, especially the
one that expanded vouchers to twice its size.”
Reed said she would
work to bring programs
that will offer services “to
get parents back to parenting.”
Veatrice Farrell wanted
to know what the candidates would do that doesn’t
take a lot of money but
makes a large impact.
Narain said he brought

the Farm Share program
to East Tampa. That program goes around the
state picking up fresh
fruits and vegetables and
delivering to food deserts
in the community. He said
he would expand it to St.
Pete.
Aside
from
the
driver’s license reinstatement program that Rouson coordinated last year,
which helped hundreds
get back on the road
legally, he said would continue to build substance
abuse prevention and education programs that will
arrest the problem before
addiction sets in.
Reed said she would
put a program together to
bring resources to neighborhoods instead of
needy people having to
find transportation to programs that could benefit
them.
Candidates
also
fielded questions on fracking, Medicaid expansion
and the ability to work
with their colleagues on
the other side of the aisle.
Rouson took a jab at
Narain’s inexperience,
while Narain questioned
Rouson’s voting record.
The primary election
will take place on Aug.
30.

Veatrice Farrell

Recording artist Candy Man
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Pinellas County School Board member candidates answer questions
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – In
the first half of the “Before the
Ballot” South St. Pete candidate forum, the Pinellas
County School Board, District 1 candidates were taken
to task. Candidates included
Joanne Lentino, Dr. Matthew
Stewart and Bill Dudley. The
candidates fielded questions
concerning discrimination,
staff turnover and even cursive writing.
Moderator Dr. Christopher Warren of the “Figuring
It Out for the Child” organization said the forum comes at
a “tenuous” time for the
county in terms of education,
with the “failure factories”
shadow still looming over
Pinellas.
Lentino, who moved to
Florida in 2003, found work as
a substitute teacher and the
experience inspired her to
want to be in the classroom
full time.
“I was committed to helping children in education,”
she said in her opening comments, adding that she spent
ten years as a teacher and
continued to work as a volunteer at area schools Gulfport,
Melrose and Lakewood.
Stewart, a Pinellas native
who has classroom experience and has worked for nonprofits, is a foster parent.
“We’ve been foster parents over the years because
it’s my way to say, ‘I care
deeply about the children in
our community and I’m willing to have them in my home
and to care for them and to
make sure they get a quality
education while they’re here.”
Former city councilman
Dudley pointed out that he is
the only candidate who has
taught at all three levels: elementary, junior high and high
school.
“Experience is a great
teacher,” he said, noting that

he had racked up 38 years of
it in the classroom and the
time he spent on city council
also has given him the experience on how to govern and
work with budgets.
Concerning the possible
consequences of replacing
the principals and teachers at
the five “failure factory”
schools, Dudley said that continuity is important and noted
that principals and teachers
should be given a minimum
of five years to sustain that
crucial continuity.
“The students will benefit
from it,” he said, “because
they will have some continuity in the school. It takes a
while to get the engine up and
running.”
Stewart said the community needs to be involved in
the process when it comes to
replacing and appointing principals.
“Simply dropping in a
new principal—especially one
from out of state—into one of
our local schools is not an effective solution to helping
those schools improve,” he
stated.
Lentino added that in her
experience, a “top-down management” approach simply
does not work.
“We cannot change
things from the outside,” she
said, “we have to look at
things and children from the
inside out. I don’t care how
much money you throw at
schools, I don’t care how
many times you change
teachers or principals, you
have to look at the child. And
that’s where the growth and
healing begins.”
Dudley and Stewart supported the Eight Is Enough
referendum for school board
members, which promotes
turnover and consequently,
new ideas, and Lentino said
that the school board should
be accountable just like its
members hold teachers ac-

countable.
“Where is their evaluation?” she said to applause
from the crowd, adding: “People need to recognize that if
you’re not meeting the expectations of the public, you’re
not meeting the expectations
of the voters, you need to step
aside.”
If a school decides to keep
its hardworking principals
and teachers, what can be
done to support them?
Stewart condemned the
decisions of school boards to
simply replace teachers, saying it is not giving them the
proper respect. But even new
teachers could use support.
“We need to provide mentors to our teachers,” Stewart
said. “New teachers are coming into the schools and it’s
not the easiest job nowadays.”
Lentino said there is no
due process for first-year
teachers, and if the school
board is not giving teachers
the opportunity to get better
in their first year with significant and meaningful training,
the board will just remove
them. The school board must
have a better relationship with
the Pinellas Classroom
Teachers Association, she
said.
“It’s not about changing
people around,” she said. “It’s
about keeping them and
training them.”
Building teacher morale
is key, Dudley noted, and this
includes giving them better
health insurance. Teachers
should also be allowed to appeal evaluations, he said.
Concerning the issue of
the disproportionate amount
of disciplinary measures
handed out to black students
in Pinellas for offenses, Stewart said he is favor of instituting a disciplinary matrix to
help combat institutional
racism.
“A disciplinary matrix
says, ‘If you commit this type

of offense in our school, this
is the discipline that’s measured.’
This straightforward offenses-and-consequences
discipline removes that arbitrary punishment that’s
viewed as institutional and
racial discipline, he said,
adding that such a measure
has been put into practice
elsewhere and needs to be
implanted in Pinellas.
“We need to ask ourselves why does the behavior
escalate?” Lentino said. “And
the P word shouldn’t be punishment but poverty,” Lentino
said. “Maybe the poverty
child comes in with other issues, maybe the poverty child
comes in with other problems, maybe the poverty
child needs more than a punishment down to the office!”
Though she believes in
consequences, Lentino said
that we need to look deeper
than just handing out punishments.
Lentino said she would
back funding to improve early
childhood learning centers,
and in support of these centers, the minimum wage
must be raised. Stewart said
that the community needs
children to come in from
early childhood learning centers that are going to start
strong in school, because
when children come in already behind, the schools try
to play catch up for 13 years.
Stewart,
along
with
Dudley, also advocates a minimum wage hike.
Concerning discrimination, Stewart explained that
school board members must
be aware of all forms of it, as
he even is against the practice
of sending fliers to students
electronically, as poor, black
families are among a demographic that doesn’t always
have easy access to computers.
“Let’s look at the diversity

amongst our teaching staff,”
Lentino said, “let’s look and
see what the ratio is amongst
the various cultures that are
represented in our teaching
staff...when we don’t have an
equal representation of our
school body and our classroom body to our administration and teaching body, then
we’ve got a problem, don’t
you think?”
Implementing training
and workshops that talk
about cultural competence
would be a step in combatting
the problem of implicit racial
bias within the school system,
Stewart said.
“We need to begin to reflect the communities in
which we’re teaching in,” he
added.
Biases and prejudices are
a product of an individual’s
environment and upbringing,
Dudley noted.
“The only way you
change those things is to educate people,” he said.
Addressing the continuing stigma of the county’s
“failure factories,” Stewart
said implementing a longer
instructional day and providing students with individual
mentors are keys.
“We need real solutions
that are research-based that
are not just the flavor of the
month like a magnet program,” he said.
Dudley agreed that the
school day should be extended, along with a pro-

longed recess time to reward
children.
“We’re setting the bar too
high for kindergarten,”
Lentino said, in stressing the
need for early childhood education. “If these children are
not prepared by first grade
and not engaged in school
they have lost focus, they
have lost motivation and we
just see that problem being
perpetuated as they continue
on into the school system.”
One of the most basic issues addressed concerned
cursive writing and the fact
that it’s no longer being
taught in schools. Dudley
wants to see it taught once
again, and said it is a “pet
peeve” of his that is has been
removed from the curriculums. Lentino noted that
many educators felt compelled to give up teaching cursive to cover all the mandated
material.
“Teachers have to start
standing up for what’s right
for their children,” she said.
Stewart suggested that
students be required to use
cursive for all subjects across
the curriculum, even math,
when written answers are required. Employers are still
looking for that, he said.
“Our students need to be
ready when they emerge into
the workforce,” he said.
The primary election will
take place on Aug. 30.
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ADMISSIONS

FINANCIAL AID

New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.

1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).
2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.
3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.

• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).
• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.

4. Apply for Financial Aid.
5. Complete registration form, confirm your
residency status, and pay for class.

• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first choice for workforce training.

ENROLL NOW FOR THE NEXT START DATE - JUNE 13, 2016!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Grand opening this Saturday
From ART, page 1

District, to the Wagon
Wheel Flea Market,
Weaver’s vision has remained consistent: to
bring art to the community.
At most locations
Weaver has held art
classes and sold African
American imported products, including scented
oils, African clothes and
jewelry, elaborate African
masks and the popular
leather animal life-sized
statues.
Weaver comes from a
long line of entrepreneurs. Aside from her
grandfather, brother and
Uncle McCortha, she had
another uncle, Dr. Benjamin F. Jones, who was a

dentist and cousin to
George W. Jones, former
owner of Blue Star Cab.
That same spirit of independence has rubbed off
on her, and she’s helping
other entrepreneurs get a
start in business.
The founder of Empowerment Center for
Young Enterprisers Inc.,
she uses her family’s entrepreneurial know-how
to help young people start
a business.
“This is an incubator
for young people to start
their own business,” she
explained. “I want people
to go with their passion
and turn it into a career.”
The program is for
ages 10-25 years old and

offers classes in business
finance, career assessment, introduction to
business and marketing
and advertising.
“I promote generational wealth and ownership,” she stated.
Married to her husband Charles for 15 years,
she calls him her soul
mate, best friend and support system. The two of
them transformed a separate building on the property into an art studio and
a small retail shop that
sells unique t-shirts, jewelry and African art.
Outside they have developed the space into a
tranquil setting that invites quiet reflections and

good times. There is a
small gazebo garden area
with wicker chairs accented by red cushions
and a few large leather animals playing peek-a-boo
amongst the strategically
placed tropical plants.
The studio has been
utilized by the community
for Kwanza celebrations,
private birthday parties
and drum circles. A Fall
Art Camp for Youth program, in partnership with
the Front Porch under the
directorship of Lolita
Dash Pitts, was also held
there.
No stranger to working with children, at age
14 she was an assistant
art teacher during sum-

mer camp at Bartlett
Community Center, and
when she turned 18 she
became a full-fledged art
teacher.
Recently she
taught afterschool art
classes at the University
Preparator y
Academy
Charter School under the
Arts Conser vator y for
Teens Program.
Weaver is now on a
mission to bring her latest
endeavor to the forefront,
which she calls Cultural
Art Painting Parties with
Friends.
Patrons will
combine wine and art supplies for an evening of relaxed fun.
“I want other people to
create their own art,”
stated Weaver.

This Saturday will be
her official ribbon cutting
ceremony and will be officiated by the City of St.
Petersburg’s Director of
Urban Affairs, Nikki
Gaskin- Capehart.
A wearable art fashion
show featuring emerging
visual artists will be the
highlight of the evening.
The celebration starts at 5
p.m.
“I feel like I have come
full circle, said Weaver.
“Born, raised and now I’m
home. I’m glad to be
home. I’m more comfortable and at peace. I can
express myself without
boundaries. I’m a free
spirit.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 





   
   



 
 
 

 
 
 

 







 


Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family










  

  

 




  

    
  
   
  
    






YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922
  




Victory Christian Center Church














Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.



 

 

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.







 
  

  




 

 

      
  
  








 
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
   
10:30 a.m.
  

 


 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567







  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.



Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


      
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 

 
 
 




Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
Invitation Sunday at The
Ship - The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their
regular Worship Sunday
Services at 7:45 am, 10:45 am
and Sunday Church School at
9:30 am.“WEDNESDAY IN
THE WORD” NOON DAY
FROM 12:00
NOON
UNTIL 1:00 PM (THE BEST
ONE HOUR OF YOUR DAY)
AND “PRAYER & WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7 PM –
THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -YOU DON'T WANT TO
MISS ANY OF OUR
“WEDNESDAY
IN THE
WORD” STUDIES IN GOD'S
WORD. The public is welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find
that all services place great
emphasis on our Savior Jesus
Christ and His loving atonement for all mankind. The
Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend to you
a cordial invitation to join
“THE SHIP” in fellowship.
Continue
88th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY – JUNE 5-12
Theme: “88 Years of
Building on a Firm Foundation” - Scripture: Ezra 3:11
The Anniversary At A
Glance:
Sunday, June 12 – Culmination Services at 7:45 am –
Pastor Troy A. Adams, Sr.,

New Jerusalem Missionary
Baptist Church of St. Petersburg, FL.
Culmination Service at
10:45 am – Pastor Dr. Rolle
Murray, Bethel
Baptist
Church, Orlando, FL
VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL – MONDAY, JUNE
13 UNTIL THURSDAY,
JUNE 16 AT 6 PM NIGHTLY.
CALL THE CHURCH IF
TRANSPORTATION
IS
NEEDED.
WEST COAST NEWS:
Calling all churches,
many hands make a lite work,
would you like to be a volunteer for the National Baptist
Congress of Christian Education, coming to Tampa, June
19-24, we need, Ushers,
Nurses, Choir Members,
Hospitality, Greeters and
Drivers, all West Coast
Churches should have the
Volunteers Form, but if Your
Church does not have that information, Contact Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St.
Petersburg, FL 33712, or call
us at (727) 906-8300, provide
your E-mail address or come
by the Church and pickup a
copy.
NATIONAL BAPTIST
CONGRESS OF CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION NEWS:
MONDAY, JUNE 20 AT 7
PM – TAMPA CONVENTION CENTER – MUSICAL
CONCERT – FEATURED
GUEST ARTISTS – JOHN P.
KEE & NEW LIFE AND
KIERRA (KIKI) SHEARD –

GET YOUR TICKET NOW:
NBCUSATAMPAMUSICAL2016.EVENTBRITE.CO
M
MONDAY, JUNE 20 AT
10 PM – LATE NIGHT SERVICE AT THE MARRIOTT IN
TAMPA – DR. JOHN A.
EVANS, SR.
Wed., June 22 at 6 pm THE PRESIDENT'S EDUCATION BANQUET held at The
Tampa Marriott Waterside
Hotel and Marina, The
Florida Ballroom,700 South
Florida Avenue, Tampa,
33602 – All Checks & Money
Orders are to be Payable to:
Central Florida Fellowship:
Please go to the NBCUSA,
Inc. Website, FOR TICKET
INFORMATION AND BANQUET TICKET FORM.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 3300 31st Street
South St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit
Our FACEBOOK PAGE Visit
West Coast Baptist District
Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

Union Missionary Baptist Assn.
The Union Missionary
Baptist Association will convene in its 107th Annual Session and the 5th Unified
Session of the combined Association and Congress of
Christian Workers, June 13 –
18 at New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church located at 1717 18th Ave. S, St.
Petersburg, FL 33712. Reverend Troy A. Adams, Sr., is
the Host Pastor and Congress Director, Dr. Frank
O’Harroll, Sr., Moderator,
Rev. Dr. Fleming Tarver,

Moderator Emeritus
THEME:
Association: “Solidarity
With The Savior and Each
Other” I Corinthians 12:12-26
(We Are Better Together)
Congress of Christian
Workers: “#OurSoulsMatter”
Mark 8:34-38
Services Highlights includes the following:
Mon., June 13 7:30 pm:
Worship Service Extravaganza
Guest Speaker: Reverend
Brian K. Brown, Pastor, St

Mark MBC-St Petersburg
Tues., June 14: “Family
Fest Conference beginning @
8:30 am
Tuesday – Friday Family
Fest Breakout Sessions
Evenings and Nightly
Worship beginning at 7 pm
Resource Speakers Daily
@ 11:30 am
Thurs., June 16: Congress Director’s Hour at 7 pm
Fri., June 17: Moderator’s
Hour
Sat., June 18: Youth Session at 9 am




Congregation Celebrates
Pastor’s 21st Anniversary
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church family celebrates the 21st anniversary of
its beloved pastor, the Reverend Brian K. Brown. The
celebration is this Sunday,
June 12 at 10:45 a.m. during
the morning worship service.
The theme for the celebration
is “Living in Faith, Growing in
Grace with Ephesians 2:8-9 as
the anchoring scripture. The
speaker for the hour is the
Bishop D. Franklin Browne of
Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
We invite the entire community to join in with us as we
celebrate the man of God in
the person of our pastor, Reverend Brian K. Brown.
Events for June
Jun 11 - Body Builder’s
Ministry extends a challenge
to the members of St. Mark to
come out on June 11th for a
fun-filled game of kickball.
Jun 12 - Pastor’s Anniversary: Reverend Brian K.
Brown will celebrate his 21st

Anniversary on June 12.
Speaker: Bishop Franklin
Browne of Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Theme: Living in
Faith; Growing in Grace.
Scripture: Ephesians 2: 8-9
Jun 13-17 - South Florida
Progressive Baptist Association District Sunday School
and BTU Congress at Mt.
Tabor M. B. Church, Reverend T. D. Leonard, Pastor.
Jun 18 - Pre-Anniversary
Celebration: Motorcade to the
old Northside St. Mark location. Leaving St. Mark at 10:30
a.m. We will return for food
and fellowship immediately afterwards.
Jun 19 - Father’s Day with
the women of St. Mark rendering service.
Jun 20 - Last PIZZA Ministry of the year. Time 6 p.m.
Jun 26 - Destination Graduation: Honoring of all Graduates for 2016 during the
morning worship hour.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts

each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out to study the
Bible with us, and learn “What
Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. Children
in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month: 7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Protection
Scripture - “Fear not,
Abram: I AM thy shield, and
thy exceeding great reward
(Genesis 15:1).”
Denial – “I AM not
afraid.”
Affirmation – “I AM divinely protected.”
“The light of God surrounds us; The love of God
enfolds us; The power of
God protects us; The presence of God watches over
us; Wherever we are, God
is!” These words are known
as the Prayer of Protection
and are often said as a benediction at the end of our worship services. They are a
part of a longer prayer written by James Dillet Free-

man, a Unity minister, in
1940. He wrote this prayer
in response to the several
prayer concerns, requests
and calls of soldiers and
their families during World
War II.
Notice that it is entitled
the Prayer of Protection and
not the Prayer for Protection. We don’t have to prayer
for protection because I AM
that I AM is our protection.
Instead we say the Prayer of
Protection to remind ourselves of the truth that we
are protected and there are
angels all around us.
In scripture, God is not
only referenced as the who
such as father and friend,

but God is also seen as the
what such as protection and
symbols that represent
safety. Abram while traveling from the known to the
unknown, called God his
shield. David, who was a
worshipper and a warrior,
often referred to God as protection by calling God his
shield, buckler, refuge and
strong tower (Psalms 28:7).
When we recognize that
we are one with the I AM
that I AM, we can add the
words, I AM to the statements of the prayer. I AM
the light of God. I AM the
love of God. I AM the power
of God. I AM the presence.
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